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Will robots terminate or create jobs? 


As technology 
improves, the 
workforce is under 
new pressure to 
adapt to sudden 
change. 


By JosH KANG 
Staff Writer 


Consistent advances in technology 
within the past two decades have swiftly 
developed robotics and artificial intelli- 
gence that may or may not pose a new 
threat to future employees. 


In a study published by the Boston 
Consulting Group, up to 25 percent of 
existing jobs will be replaced by some 
sort of automation by 2025. A separate 
Oxford University study was less opti- 
mistic, reporting that up to 35 percent 
of current jobs could be impacted with- 
in the same timeframe. 

According to Andrew Mcafee, 
co-founder of MIT’s Initiative on the 
Digital Economy, cyber-skeptics agree 
with this assessment and they argue 
that robots and technological innova- 
tion, along with the internet, will sim- 
ply take away jobs from lower skilled 
and less educated individuals, while 
digital optimists argue that it will help 
them maximize productivity in the 
workplace. 


“Technology is only going to make 
working easier,” junior engineering ma- 
jor Gunjiv Sethi said. “If someone can 
improve their work through use of au- 
tomated tech then it’d be good for the 
company and the person gaining skills 
and experience.” 

Instead of simply taking jobs alto- 
gether, digital optimists believe that 
people will be able to utilize the tech- 
nology to further develop the quality 
of their product or service. Rather 
than wasting effort on time-consum- 
ing tasks, digital optimists feel that 
technology would save time and re- 
sources, allowing people to do useful 
work. 

“Labor intensive industries, such as 
taxi drivers, production lines, restau- 


Probability of jobs being computerized in 20 years 


(in percentages) 


Telemarketers 99.0 
Waiters and Waitresses 93.7 
Accountants and Auditors 93:5 
Retail Salespersons 92.3 
Barbers 79.7 
Janitors and Custodians 66.3 
Librarians 64.9 
Computer Programmers 48.1 
Economists | 42.9 
Geographers 24.6 
Financial Analysts 23.3 
Computer Hardware Engineers 22.5 
Airline Pilots 18.1 
Electricians 14.8 
Electrical Engineers 10.2 
Police and Sheriff's Patrol Officers 9.8 

Sociologists 5.9 

Civil Engineers HE 

High School Teachers 0.8 


Source: Oxford Univeristy 


rant waiters, supermarket cashiers 
and bank tellers would probably be 
the most adversely affected,” said 
Henry Yeh, professor of electrical en- 
gineering at CSULB. “However, it is 
not 100 percent replaceable. In many 
cases, there still requires a ‘real’ su- 
pervisor to control these ‘robots’ and 
satisfy customer’s needs due to a vari- 
ety of reasons.” 

According to a study by Oxford 
University, the most vulnerable jobs 
would be that of employees who 
consistently do simple and repetitive 
tasks like warehouse employees who 
sort, weigh and quality check goods. 

Among the top 10 jobs at stake 
to be replaced through automation 
are telemarketers, cleaning services, 


US News 


1. Dentist 


2. Nurse Practitioner 


manufacturers, clerks and secretar- 
ies. 

Although many experts acknowl- 
edge that jobs will be automated in 
certain industries, they also men- 
tion the fact that this is nothing new. 

In a Pew Research Center survey, 
experts agreed that as technology 
improves, so does the ability to ef- 
ficiently make a product or offer a 
service, therefore resulting in new 
innovation and the creation of jobs 
that do not even exist yet. 

“Jobs will always be available,” 
Sethi said. “The only problem is 
whether or not people want to 
do them and if they actually pay 
enough for someone to live a sus- 
tainable life.” 


The top 10 best jobs right now according to 


3. Software Developer 


4. Physician 


5. Dental Hygenist 


6. Physical Therapist 


7. Computer Systems Analyst 


8. Information Security Analyst 


9. Registered Nurse 


10. Physician Assistant 


Pagan pride 
comes to 
Long Beach 


Event aims to 
dispel stereotypes 
associated with 
Paganism. 


By ALEX BERMAN 
Staff Writer 


A group of men and women 
dressed in lacy, multicolored suits 
with two-tone face paint line up, 
crisscrossed in rows. When the live 


music begins, they spring merrily to 
life, swinging batons and prancing in 
circles as they perform a modern ren- 
dition of a traditional Morris Dance. 

On Sunday Pagans and non-Pa- 
gans from across the Los Angeles and 
Orange County areas congregated at 
Rainbow Lagoon in Downtown Long 
Beach to attend the 17th annual Pa- 
gan Pride Day. 

“It’s about educating the public 
about our religion,” event coordi- 
nator Brian Ewing said. “Witches 
and Pagans aren’t what is portrayed 
in movies. We want people to get a 
really basic introduction to our reli- 
gion so they aren't scared of us. Some 
people have a very twisted view of 
what we do so we try to present the 
reality.” 

The event featured the perfor- 
mance of Pagan rituals, opportu- 


nities to participate in various Pa- ° 


gan-related workshops and a variety . 
of booths and vendors that sold ev- 
erything from ritual supplies and 
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Attendees of Pagan Pride Day at Rainbow Lagoon Park in Long Beach 
perform a modern rendition of a traditional Morris Dance. 


self-described “higher-end” prod- 


Albert Fuentes, an attendee who 


ucts for “serious witches” to magical — did not classify himself as a Pagan, 


soaps, oils and candles. 


said that he came to the event to learn 


more about the religion. 

“{I just wanted] to see the culture,” 
Fuentes said. ”See what people had to 
offer—new ideas and philosophies— 
and just socialize and have a good 
time.” 

Contrary to many Pagan stereo- 
types, the magic that they use is un- 
related to black magic or Satanism, 
Ewing said. 

“Its kind of akin to praying actu- 
ally,” said Ewing. “We perform spells 
to bring certain things into our life 
or to ask for things or to just give our 
respects to the gods.” 

Even witches, an occupation that 
generally holds strong stigma among 
most non-Pagans, can be people of 
healing and positivity, said Marilynn 
Hendrie, a self-proclaimed witch. 

At her booth, she offered spiritu- 
al healing sessions where, through 
physical touch, she channels positive 


See PAGAN, page 5 


SSS 


OPINIONS 6 


News 2 


Arts & LiFE 4 


Sports 8 


TUESDAY, OctToser 6, 2015 


WWW.DAILY4 9ER.COM 


Grow Beach is looking 
for new student 
gardeners to begin 
planting in their 
garden. 


By ALEX BERMAN 
Staff Writer 


Students who do not mind playing 
in the dirt can now plant and grow 
their own vegetables on campus. 

The organization Grow Beach is 
blossoming into a student-accessi- 
ble, agriculturally sustainable cam- 
pus garden, said Elizabeth Flores, 
president and board chair of Grow 
Beach at California State University, 
Long Beach. 

According to the Grow Beach 
website, the garden is a campus-wide 
effort to provide a natural and con- 
venient garden for students. 

“The growing is going very well,” 
Flores said. “We are at about a 
45-percent occupancy rate and were 
doing a big publicity push this month 
to get that bumped up.” 

Natalie Baugh, publicity chair of 
Grow Beach said empty plots need to 
be filled. 


“Because we have so many plots, 
we have a lot of availability,” said 
Baugh. “So we’re just in the process 
of trying to recruit more renters.” 

Grow Beach is notifying students 
looking to take advantage of the 
campus agricultural garden about 
what types of plants tend to thrive in 
the cold, winter months. 

“It’s actually getting cold now, 
so no more tomatoes,” Flores said. 
“There’s lots of lettuces and root veg- 
etables like carrots, turnips, radish- 
es, beets, greens like kale and chard, 
they like the colder, longer nights. 
That’s the kind of stuff that a lot of 
people are putting in right now.” 

By winter the infrastructure of 
the garden will be equipped with a 
new main front gate and a shed on 
the property, Flores said. 

Flores said that part of the gar- 
dening agreement bans certain in- 
vasive or larger plants. 

“But other than that it’s up to the 
gardener,” Flores said. “They can 
grow fruits and vegetables and ben- 
eficial flowers because we want them 
to bring butterflies and bees in to act 
as pollinators so you can have pretty 
flowers in your garden too.” 

Some good winter flower choices to 
grow in California are Acacia, Alstro- 
emeria, Amaryllis, Carnation, Cycla- 
men, Evergreens, Orchid, Casa Blanca 
Lily Roses and Protea, according to the 
California Flower Mall website. 

Students can rent individual plots or 
rent a plot with a group of friends. The 
rental fee includes access to watering, 


LET’S TALK 


garden tools and waste disposal ame- 
nities, according to the Grow Beach 
website. 

The Grow Beach garden. consists of 
85 plots, with about half of them al- 


‘Turning over a new leaf 


Matissa Ramos | Daity 49ER 
Above, a friendly scarecrow sits in a Grow Beach garden plot, 
awating new growers at California State University, Long Beach. 


ready taken and the other half ready to 
be planted. 

Applications are printable online 
now at the CSULB website to rent a 
plot for $25. 


USU BALLROOMS 

THURSDAY OCT 8TH 
6PM - 8PM 

DOORS OPEN 5:30 


Mocktails and snacks provided 
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Assisted suicide 
bill passes 


By ALEX BERMAN 
Staff Writer 


“It all depends on the 


situation honestly because 
I know I’ve personally 
gone through that sort 

of experience where you 
have a loved one who is in 
a lot of pain and there’s 
nothing really that you 


Terminally ill patients in Califor- 
nia will now be able to decide whether 
and when to end their own lives. 

On Monday Governor Jerry Brown 
signed a measure that will give phy- 


- sicians the ability to prescribe lethal 


doses of drugs to terminally ill pa- 
tients. 

Senate Bill 128 would effectivly 
authorize a patient deemed to be com- 
petent by specific qualifications and 


determined by his or her physician to 


‘be suffering from terminal disease, to 


request a drug for the purpose of end- 
ing his or her life. 

The bill would provide immunity 
from all liability or professional disci- 
plinary action towards physicians who 
take part in good faith compliance 
with the act. 

It would also make it a felony to in- 
tentionally alter or forge a request for 


drugs to end a person’s life without his 
or her authorization. 

Lawmakers who opposed the bill 
said that their decision rested on mer- 
al grounds, with republicans citing 
religious views or personal experienc- 
es where family members are given 
months to live by doctors and ended 
up living for years. 

Californians have debated life-end- 
ing methods since 1992, when voters 


CAMPUS VOICE 


Gov. JERRY BROWN SIGNED A MEASURE THAT ALLOWS 
PHYSICIANS TO ASSIST SUICIDE. How DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THAT? 


“They're going to end 

up doing it anyways 
they'll find a way to do 
it anyways if that’s what 
they want to do.. I think 
that’s just more of justa 


clean way to do it but I 
feel like it’s acceptable” 


can do and you know it’s 


“I feel like whoever has - 
that in their hand and 
is all in about drinking 
it and they’re for it than 
go ahead....If you have 
to than you have to.” 


Tuespay, Octoser 6, 2015 


rejected a similar proposal, according 
to the Patients Rights Council. 

The passing of the bill has made Cal- 
ifornia the fifth state to legalize assist- 
ed suicide, following Oregon, Wash- 
ington, Montana and Vermont.a 

The law will not take effect until 
90 days after the closing of the legis- 
lature’s special session on healthcare, 
which most likely will be in January of 
next year. 


“Well if they know that 
they’re not going to sur- 
vive like I agree with 
that because than you’re 
going to be living in pain 
and so you‘ rather just 


let them go in a way like 
that.” 


just one of those things 
that it’s their time to pass 
and you just want to help 
ease that passing.” 


—Irma Gonzalez, 
freshamn pre- 
healthcare 
administration major 


—Ryan Conlon, junior 


—Joseph Madrigal, 
journalism major 


freshman business 
marketing and _ 
aerospace engineering 


_—Ryan Say, junior history 
major 


major 


Daily 49er introduces: 


Dear Sweetpea, 


A weekly advice As 


Write in and look for her advice in 
the Opinions section every Thursday. 


To submit questions, please email 
DearSweetpea.D49er@gmail.com 
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Pre-criminal justice major Mireya Resendez watches a video that MFA sculpture graduate Kim Morris and photography graduate Shannon Leith created for their exhibit in the CSULB Art student gallery. 


CSULB MFA 

students showcase food 
preparation and hair 
treatment as a duo beauty 
regimen. 


By SHAWNKIRA SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


Food in hair sounds just as dis- 
turbing as hair in food, which is why 
the two are typically kept apart. But 
the newest student~exhibit- inthe 
Fine Art Building might make you 
think twice about the hair in your 
soup. 

California State University, Long 


Beach sculpture art graduate student 
Kim Morris and photography grad- 
uate Shannon Leith collaborated in 
a video gallery showcasing internal 
and external “beauty processes.” 

Amplified sounds of a hair dry- 
er and mastication enticed viewers’ 
hearing into the gallery. Scenes in 
the video switched between follow- 
ing Morris’ hair grooming routine 
and Leith’s food preparation rou- 
tine. 

“The two are synonymous with 
your being, there is internal health 
and external health,” Morris said. 
“We were interested in looking at 
how the two work together... not 
necessarily. looking.at the division 
between the two but instead how 
they work together.” 

The pair decided to join forces af- 
ter taking an art criticism class to- 


gether, in which Leith was working 
with food and Morris was working 
with hair. In their first video gallery, 
“Garnish,” the duo described the idea 
of combining their different bodies 
of art as an idea that originated from 
playful humor. 

“We thought it would be funny to 
do a show together with food and hair 
because of how historically gross that 
is,” Leith said. “It kind of started as a 
joke but once we finished the project 
we discovered that there was actually 
a substance there.” 

As public awareness in health 
and beauty rises, Morris and Leith 
describe the “preparation and. con- 
sumption of food and the washing 
and grooming of hair both ritualis- 
tic and labor intensive practices.” 

Morris explored the contradiction 
between following a fad versus fol- 


lowing one’s own unique preference 
when it came to the beauty ritual in- 
dividuals come to choose. 

“In a lot of ways [the video gallery] 
is a commentary on the stresses that 
you put your hair through to achieve 
a certain goal for whatever social 
reasons, political reasons or personal 
reasons,” Morris said. “There’s this 
notion of ‘I’m doing this to main- 
stream myself into society’ but then 
there’s a line of ‘I like doing this be- 
cause I like the way my hair looks.” 

Leith directed attention towards 
the choices regarding food selection, 
describing her art work to be relevant 
with the public’s awareness of what 
goes into their body.” ; 

“[Society] has become more aware 
of what is in our food but then we’re 
such a fast paced culture that people 
are pretty unaware of what they’re 


putting in their mouth.” Leith 
said.”...When you're getting the salad 
with the Italian dressing you're ex- 
pecting that it’s going to be healthy 
but there’s all these [ingredients] in 
there that you can’t even pronounce.” 

Altogether the duo strives for no 
particular message within their vid- 
eo gallery. Morris and Leith leave it 
up to visitors to come away with their 
own distinct message or idea. 

“It is more about [the audience] 
enjoying the work, and if it makes 
[viewers] think then we have done 
our job” said Morris. 

The School of Art displays student 
artist’s. work, in the Fine Arts) build- 
ing 2-4, .with néw, exhibits: weekly. 
Visitors can experience the Garnish 
gallery Tuesday and Thursday from 
noon to 5 p.m. and Wednesday from 
noon to 7 p.m. 
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6541 E. SPRING ST. 
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562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 
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& Polo Verde Ave.}"A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
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CSULB Winter Sessions 2016 


NEW Session One 
Entirely Online 
December 17-January 15 


Day, evening, and online 
classes available 


New Online Session! 


Session Two 
On Campus 
January 4-January 15 


Accelerate your progress 
toward graduation 


Registration begins October 19 


(800) 963-2250 | info@ccpe.csulb.edu 
www.ccpe.csulb.edu/winter 
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American Airlines adds free real-time bag tracking 


American Airlines in recent 
weeks has quietly added free re- 
al-time online luggage tracking for 
checked bags, allowing customers 
to determine where their bag is — 
from check-in counter to baggage 
carousel pickup. ; 

The service is useful not only 
for curious travelers, but in case 
a checked bag hasn’t arrived at 
your destination. You’ll know right 
away that your luggage is on the 
wrong plane, and you won’t have to 
stand at baggage claim for an hour 
wondering if your bag will be com- 


ing. You'll know it went to Tokyo 
instead of Las Vegas and can seek 
help from the lost-bag department. 

“It’s something our customers 
have been asking for a really long 
time, and we’re excited to make this 
available to them,” said Ameri- 
can Airlines spokeswoman Laura 
Nedbal. 

Fliers can go to AA.com/bag- 
gage, click on “track your bags” and 
input a last name and record locator 
or bag-tag number. The site will 
return information on six bag-scan 
touch points, such as ticket counter 


“We wanted to make suré every- 
thing was ready to go before we 
started communicating about it,” 
she said. : 

American, like many airlines, also 
has a separate system where custom- 
ers can track a lost bag after they 
report it as lost. American in July 
had a lost baggage rate of about four 
bags per 1,000 passengers, ranking 
ninth of 13 U.S. airlines, according 
to data from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. 


check-in and loading on and off the 
aircraft. 

Tracking is also available on the 
mobile version of the website, but 
not yet on the American Airlines 
mobile app. For members of the 
airline’s AAdvantage frequent-flier 
program, the baggage data is also 
available on their online profile. 
There is no extra charge for track- 
ing. 

A few other airlines, notably Del- 
ta Air Lines and US Airways, which 
is now merged with American, offer 
the service. 


American already collects the 
baggage scan data for internal use 
but put it in a database that custom- 
ers could access, Nedbal said. 

The added feature quietly 
launched Aug. 21, but the airline 
wanted to give employees time to 
get used to a new scanning proce- 
dure before notifying customers 
publicly. American previously only 
scanned luggage as it was loaded 
onto an aircraft, while US Airways 
scanned it on and off. After merg- 
ing policies, now all bags will be 


scanned on and off, Nedbal said. — Gregory Karp, Chicago Tribune, TNS 


‘Towering achievement for Joseph Gordon-Levitt in “Phe Walk 


There’s a large element of 
make-believe in “The Walk,” the film 
dramatizing French high-wire artist 
Philippe Petit’s breathtaking 1974 
walk between the twin towers of the 
World Trade Center. Many of the 
most impressive scenes were created 
on computer screens. Digital visu- 
alizations and mouse clicks inserted 
vistas of 1974 New York City, the 
vast towers themselves, the sky and 
clouds that the buildings touched a 
quarter-mile high. But the spectacle 
of the daredevil’s tightrope walk 
across the void should be largely 
credited to Joseph Gordon-Levitt, 
who strolled many of those scenes on 
his own, one cautious footstep after 
another. 

vii SL did learn howto. walk.on the. 
vhigh wire,” He said recently froms::: 
New York City after the film’s debut 
kicked off the 53rd annual New York 
Film Festival. “It was Philippe who 
insisted that he be the one to teach 
me. And not everyone who’s good at 
something is also good at teaching 
that thing. So I didn’t know what to 
expect.” 

The extreme optimism that told 
Petit he could become the only man 
in history to cross the ultimate high- 
wire persuaded him that he could 
quickly turn Gordon-Levitt into a 
fair facsimile. “He said by the end 
of eight days you'll be able to walk 
on your own,” the actor said. “That 
sounded sort of ambitious to me.” 

Luckily, his real-life counter- 
part “turned out to be an excellent 
teacher,” Gordon-Levitt recalled. “He 
believed so strongly that I would be 
able todo it that he convinced me 
that I would be able to do it. And 
when I believed that I could do it, 
then I really did.” 

The pair developed a friendly as- 
sociation. While the modest 34-year- 
old actor drops the first name and 
adds “Mr.” when talking about his 
Oscar-winning director Robert Ze- 

~ meckis and co-star Ben Kingsley, he 
calls his acrobatic mentor “Philippe.” 
Cheerfully sharing screen credit 


with his stunt double Jade Kin- 
dar-Martin, he admitted, “Look, I’m 
no master high-wire walker — that’s 


_alife’s work! But I got good enough 


that I could walk forwards and back- 
wards and keep my balance and do it 


with enough ease that I felt confident. 


Even though it hurts, it’s really, real- 
ly fun. I never did fall.” That would 
have been unfortunate, as he often 
skipped his safety harness — the 
wire resting about 12 feet in the air. 

“The Walk” marks an important 
move upward for Gordon-Levitt 
as he moves from a leading man in 
low-budget independents to big-bud- 
get studio films. It also introduces 
him to a new sort of fantasy world 
by working with Zemeckis, a Steven 
Spielberg protégé who had a live cast 
interacting with animated cartoons 
in “Who Framed Roger Rabbit” and 
made Tom Hanks shake President 
John-Kennedy’s hand in “Forrest 
Gump.” 

“They built a beautiful set of the 
top two stories of the tower. It was 
really real, like being there. And 
then hung the wire off the top of the 
set and out into a green abyss,” to 
allow computer-generated, photore- 
alistic effects. “A lot of the movie 
takes place in the World Trade Cen- 
ter, and that doesn’t exist anymore.” 

While many actors prefer to act 
amid realistic settings, “I actually 
don’t find it any more difficult than 
acting on a practical set. One way.or 
another, you’re still having to sus- 
pend your disbelief. There’s still a 
camera a foot away from your face.” 

Having attended college in New 
York City and visited the top of the 
World Trade Towers (‘“touristy, but 
I had to do it”), Gordon-Levitt was 
glad “The Walk” had just debuted 
there. “It was really special to play 
this movie in New York. It’s an 
important place to premiere it.” 

“Mr. Zemeckis always talked 
about the towers as a character in 
the movie. And Philippe always 
talks about the towers in a per- 
sonified way. He talks about his 
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A still from “The Walk.” 


relationship with the towers as a love 
affair. And I do think that’s true. And, 
of course, here in New York City, 
whenever we see images of those 
two towers, our mind immediately 
goes to tragedy. And I think that’s 
appropriate. I was actually here in 
New York on 9/11. 

“JT also think that with any tragic 
loss, it’s healthy to remember beau- 
tiful things and positive memories 
that you have of whatever it is that 
you’ve lost. When you’re grieving 
for a lost loved one, you don’t want 
to only focus on their death, you 
want to celebrate their life. And 
that’s what we want to do with this 
movie, salute the towers.” 


— Colin Covert, Star Tribune Minne- 
apolis, TNS 


Sony Pictures ENTERTAINMENT | TNS 
Charlotte Le Bon and Joseph Gordon-Levitt in “The Walk.” 
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energy from the atmosphere into the pa- 
tient’s body to relieve them of ailments. 

‘Tm a healer,” Hendrie said. “I tend to 
be the listener of my tribe even if my tribe 
consists of people who are not necessarily 
pagan. Everyone needs someone to listen 
to them and everyone needs a healing 
touch of other human beings.” 

One of the seasonal rituals that was 
performed at the event was a Winter 
Nights Blot—a ritual intended to give 
thanks to the gods for the annual harvest 
and ask “dwellers of Asgard” to loan their 
strength in aiding those performing the 
ritual in surviving the coming winter. 


ALEX BERMAN | Datty 49ER 
A decorative skull for sale at a witch 
and magic store during Pagan Pride 
Day at Rainbow Lagoon Park. 


Morning 49er News 


oo 
é 


<i 


Tune in Monday-Thursday @ 10 a.m. 
www.daily49er.com 


WWW.DAILY4- 9ER.COM 


OPINIONS 


TUESDAY, OcToserR 6, 2015 


i 


Governor Jerry Brown passed Assembly Bill 329, requiring public schools to teach a comprehensive sex education class. 


Beyond HIV 101 


4 


THE PASSING OF AB 329 WILL BENEFIT THE YOUTH FOR GENERATIONS. 


a 


NATHAN MATZA 
CSULB professor 


overnor Jerry Brown made a 
wonderful choice last week. 
After more than a decade 

of California schools 
delivering confusing, sometimes 
biased and often-incorrect information 
about sexuality, and many months of 
discussion in the legislature; a new law 
will emerge and become effective on 
Jan. 1, 2016. 

Brown signed Assembly Bill 329 
on Oct. 1, which requires all public 
schools to teach accurate and com- 
prehensive sexuality education. For 
many years California kids in middle 
and high school had to learn about 
STI prevention and basic HIV 101 to 
prevent infection; but details about 
birth control was often overlooked or 
not taught at all. 

During that time, many California 
schools continued to teach abstinence 
only curricula, in violation of state law, 
as some conservative school board 
members selectively chose the concepts 
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that fit their agendas. A judge even or- 
dered Clovis Unified School District to 
stop teaching abstinence-only content 
in violation of state law. 

This new law does not promote 
sexual activity in youth, nor does it 
encourage kids to be promiscuous; the 
law simply strives to teach kids how 
to make sensible and well-informed 
decisions about their sexual lives. 

Research has shown that the more 
kids are informed about the truth 
regarding sex in a well planned com- 
prehensive curriculum supported by 
parents, teachers and the community, 
the more youth will practice sensible 
skills to prevent pregnancy and avoid 
infection. Well-informed kids have rec- 
ognized two behaviors: delaying sexual 
debut and using protection should they 
start having sex. 

The new law not only reinforces the 
importance of abstinence, but also 
requires schools to present comprehen- 
sive, unbiased and science-based data 
taught by properly trained teachers. 

Some of the new topics for kids must 
include information and prevention 
methods for: sexual harassment, sex 
trafficking, adolescent relationship 
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abuse, intimate partner violence and 
numerous requirements addressing 
the LGBTQ+ community. Previous 
curricula often left LGBTQ+ students 
as invisible members of society. 

Additionally, the governor also 
signed Senate Bill 695, the ‘yes means 
yes’ law on consent for sexual activity 
of adolescents that previously focused 
on college students. 

After teaching about sexuality edu- 
cation for more than 45 years, it warms 
my heart to see the governor and 
political leaders taking a step to help all 
kids, all races, all genders and people 
with English language challenges to 
be included on such an important and 
personal topic. 

The U.S. Department of Education 
recently included Health Education as 
a core subject. Ultimately, California 
schools must take the next step and not 
only require a comprehensive health 
education course to graduate high 
school (as currently is not mandated 
statewide); but the state should also add 
health education as part of the A-G 
requirements to enter college. 

How fitting it would be for “Health 
Ed’ to become the H on the list. 
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en you Google “number 
of...” today, the top three 
search options are “number 
of school shootings in 2015; “number 
of guns in the U.S” and “number of 
allowances.” 

Nearly everyday this year there has 
been a mass shooting, according to 
shootingtracker.com. Mass shootings, or 
massacres, are defined as the “savage kill- 
ing of a considerable number of people,’ 
according to Webster's Dictionary. 

Since the shooting at Sandy Hook Ele- 
mentary school in December 2012, there 
have been 45 mass school shootings. On 
Thursday another shooter took aim and 
opened fire, this time on the campus of 
Umpqua Community College in Oregon. 

In the aftermath of this most recent 
school shooting, we have seen pictures of 
students crying, learned what is on the 
shooter's Facebook page and watched a 
growing gun control debate on Twitter 
and T.V., all of which is to be expected 
after seeing so many of these recently. 

But what is sadly most predictable 
with these shootings is the wall that gets 
erected between both sides of the issue. 

Mantras like “guns dontt kill people, 
people kill people” get tossed out as a way 
to reduce the issue to its simplest form. 
And then everyone has to line up behind 
Team Gun Control or Team Mental 
Health. 

Instead we talk about it until we run out 
of steam, then let the 
outrage fade and reset 
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about gun violence is the “myth” that 
mental illness causes gun violence. 

“Evidence strongly suggests that mass 
shooters are often mentally ill and social- 
ly marginalized. Enhanced psychiatric 
attention may well prevent particular 
crimes, the study explains. “And, to be 
sure, mass shootings often shed light on 
the need for more investment in mental 
health support networks or improved 
state laws and procedures regarding gun 
access.” 

Mental health and substance abuse 
expenditures have risen from $42 billion 
in 1986 to $239 billion in 2014, but don't 
be misled. As a share of all health-related 
spending, it has dropped from 9.7 per- 
cent to 6.9 percent over that span, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

Even the money that is spent on 
mental health has shifted from inpatient 
care to more on prescription drugs. In 
1986, 42 percent of spending was on 
inpatient care, compared to just 7 percent 
on drugs. By 2005, prescription drug 
spending accounted for 27 percent, while 
inpatient care fell to 19 percent. 

But more investment in mental health 
only tackles part of the issue. Guns may 
not actually kill people, but a person with 
a gun has been able to kill people at a rate 
in this country that dwarfs every other 
developed nation. 

According to a 2012 Small Arms 
Survey by the Human Development 
Index, the U.S. had 29.7 homicides by 
firearm per 1 million people; Canada had 
5.1, Switzerland had 7.7, Germany has 1.9 
and Australia has 1.4. 

It cannot be ignored 
that a contributing 


the conversation for the The consistent factor is the number 
next shooting that will broadcasting of, police of guns owned in this - 
occur. And in the end, a aso country. The 2007 
there is no movement murders is Stving the Small Arms Survey 
on either issue. public a distorted image _ estimated that there are 
But here is the thing, 1 t roughly 88 guns owned 
why cant both be right? of ae enfe Rs aise sts per 100 people in the 
Why can't we put United States, which 
more effort into treating is nearly 20 more than 
mental health issues in the next highest coun- 
this country? And why can’t gun enthu- try on the list. 


siasts acknowledge that some limitations 
could help prevent these shootings? 

According to a study done in February 
by Vanderbilt University researchers Jon- 
athan Metzl and Kenneth MacLeith, drug 
and alcohol abuse, history of violence, 
access to firearms and personal relation- 
ship stress are signs that can predict gun 
violence. 

What MacLeith and Metzl dismiss 
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The truth is that there is no one-stop 
solution to curbing school shootings or 
gun violence in this country. But that 
does not mean that we are also allowed to 
just throw up our hands and wait for the 
next shooting to occur. 

To see any change in the trend of 
school and mass shootings in the U.S., we 
must realize the affect that our failure to 
do anything has had, or lack there of. 
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Jays, Cards 
World Series 
in horizon 


This MLB postseason 
will feature avian 
protagonists and an 
L.A. Dodger team 
haunted by familiar 
ghosts. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


‘The first pitch for the 2015 Major 
League Baseball postseason is on Tues- 
day and if your team’s mascot is some 
sort of bird, you're in for a great fall. 

This year’s playoffs feature some 
of the usual suspects in the National 
League. The St. Louis Cardinals, Los 
Angeles Dodgers and Pittsburgh Pirates 
are playing October baseball yet again, 
while perennial losers, the Chicago 
Cubs and New York Mets, are some of 
the new faces. 

The American League.is a bit dif- 
ferent. Somehow, only the Kansas City 
Royals are in the playoffs for the second 
consecutive season. The Houston As- 
tros, New York Yankees, Toronto Blue 
Jays and Texas Rangers all crashed the 
postseason this year leaving out some 
recent powerhouses like the Detroit Ti- 
gers and Oakland A’s. 

With that being said, here are some 
predictions for how the postseason will 
play out. 


NL Wild Card 

- The Pirates have everything to beat 
the Cubs. Pittsburgh has the home field 
advantage, the better team and, more 
importantly, the experience. This year 
marks the third time in a row that the 
Pirates are involved in the N.L. Wild 
Card game, as opposed to the Cubs who 
have made the postseason for the first 
time since 2008. 

The Cubs will have to rely heavily on 
their ace Jake Arrieta, but it turns out 
that’s a good thing. The right-hander 
is 2-0 in three games at PNC Park with 
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an earned run average of 0.82. Still, the 
Pirates will win in a very low scoring 
game. 


AL Wild Card 

The Houston Astros are coming in 
hotter than the skidding New York 
Yankees and overall have the better 
team. They have the better starter in 
left-hander Dallas Keuchel and the bet- 
ter hitters in Jose Altuve, Carlos Correa, 
George Springer and Carlos Gomez. 

The Astros are also a home-run 
happy team going into one of the most 
home-run friendly ballparks in the 
nation. The Yanks, by the way, have a 
record of 15-19 at Yankee Stadium in 
August, September and October. The 
Astros will make that 15-20 on Tuesday. 


NLDS 

The Dodgers will beat the Mets for 
two reasons. First, this is a five-game 
series and Zack Greinke and Clayton 
Kershaw are starting the first two games 
and could start in as many as four for 
Los Angeles. Second, the Mets don’t 
play in St. Louis, wear red or call them- 
selves the Catdinals. 

The Mets also have a sturdy rotation 
in Jacob deGrom, Matt Harvey and 


Noah Syndergaard, so the series will 


come down to the bats. The Dodgers are 
better prepared in that department with 
seasoned veterans like Adrian Gonza- 
lez, Howie Kendrick, Jimmy Rollins, 
Chase Utley, Andre Ethier and even 
Yasiel Puig in the line up. 

The Cardinals will be in the NLCS for 
the fifth straight year after they beat the 
Pirates. St. Louis owns the best pitching 
staff in the league, even with the loss of 
Carlos Martinez. However, the biggest 
advantage the Cards have is experience. 
Players like Matt Holiday, Yadier Mo- 
lina, John Lackey, Matt Carpenter and 
Jhonny Peralta know what it takes to 
win in October. 


ALDS 

The Blue Jays are the best team in 
baseball right now. Josh Donaldson is 
an A.L. MVP candidate, Jose Bautista 
and Edwin Encarnacion are still crush- 
ing the ball in Toronto, Troy Tulowitzki 
is back in the line up and David Price 


WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


Who: UC Riverside 
When: Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
Where: Walter Pyramid 


Need to know: UCR as a team ranks third in the conference in digs and digs 
per set which means the 49ers (13-4, 3-1) need to avoid hitting the ball towards 
junior Maddie Hubbell. The libero leads the Big West with 283 digs for an average - 


of 4.72 per set. 


LBSU will also need to avoid sophomore middle blocker Alex Gresham. The 
2014 Big West All-Freshman Team selection is a six-foot-three, imposing figure 


in the middle. 


Calif, on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2015. 


is a Cy Young favorite anchoring a sol- 
id rotation. The Rangers don’t stand a 
chance, even when Yovani Gallardo is 
on the mound. 

The Kansas City Royals have qui- 
etly dominated the American League 
and will continue to do so in the ALDS 
against the Astros. The Royals are the 
most balanced team in the MLB; they 
ranked third in the AL in both batting 
average (.269) and team ERA (3.73). The 
Astros are new to the postseason, while 
Kansas City has the maturity to take out 
a young team. 


NLCS 

The championship series in the N.L. 
will be a fierce rematch between the 
Dodgers and the Cardinals. The big 
question will be Kershaw and his insis- 
tence on falling apart against the Cardi- 


Rosert GauTuierR | Los ANGELES Times | TNS 
Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Clayton Kershaw throws against the Los Angeles Angels at Angel Stadium in Anaheim, 


nals in the postseason. 

In his one start against the Cards this 
season, Kershaw went eight innings and 
only allowed one hit. Unfortunately for 
L.A., even if Kershaw overcame his fear 
of red birds in that game, neither he nor 
Greinke can pitch every game. Cardinal 
hitters have a better chance of making 
an impact and they will, taking the se- 
ries from the Dodgers to advance to the 
World Series. 


ALCS 

The Royals are in fact the most bal- 
anced team in the A.L., but the Blue Jays 
aren't too far behind. 

Toronto has the same team batting 
average as Kansas City, but the differ- 
ence is the Blue Jays do a much, much 
better job of bringing their base runners 
home. They led the A.L. with 232 home 


runs and 852 runs batted in. 

The Jays offense is too powerful, even 
for the defending A.L. champions. The 
Blue Jays will advance to the World Se- 
ries for the first-time since they won it 
in 1993. 


World Series 

The Fall Classic will come down to 
a matchup between the birds from To- 
ronto and the birds from St. Louis. Itll 
be the league’s best offense against the 
league’s best pitchers. 

The Blue Jays scored a monstrous 
891 runs this season while the Cardi- 
nals had a team ERA of 2.94. They say 
defense wins championships and there 
is no better defense in baseball than a 
pitching staff full of studs. The Cardi- 
nals will win their 12th World Series 
title. 


Freshman Sarah 
Miller and the 
49ers look to 
remain undefeated 
at home in league 
play when they 
host UC Riverside. 
LBSU has not 

lost a conference 
game at the 

Walter Pyramid 
since Nov. 9, 2013. 
against CSUN. 
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